IPOA Call for USI to Educate Students
There is no need for a deposit protection scheme in Ireland. Comprehensive legislation, the Residential Tenancies Act 2004, is in place to deal with landlord/tenant issues. The most recent annual report issued by the Private Residential Tenancies Board (PRTB) is 2009 and there were 234,000 tenancies registered with them at that time. During 2009, there were 950 disputes over deposits. This was less than .4% of all tenancies registered, and significantly, in 65% of these cases, landlords were allowed to retain the deposit either partly or fully. 

The Irish Property Owners Association (IPOA) are calling on the Students Union of Ireland to educate students on their rights and obligations in the private rental market. This would ensure that students recently moving from home, with no experience of looking after their homes, would be aware of their responsibilities and the responsibilities of their landlords. Signing fixed term leases means they have to remain for that period and the landlord has to allow them to stay for that period provided they both keep the terms of the lease. Stephen Faughnan, Chairman of the IPOA stated: “There is absolutely no necessity for a deposit protection scheme. The mediation service provided by the PRTB, when correctly implemented, would eliminate deposit issues without any unnecessary further bureaucracy. It must also be remembered that Landlords fund the running of the PRTB by paying €90 for every tenancy registered”.

The PRTB have a dispute resolution service to deal with difficulties and these can be carried out by either mediation or adjudication. This service costs €25 and the decision is binding on both parties. This system needs to be administered in a speedier fashion with immediate enforceable decisions.

Information on renting should be provided to all students together with their offer of college places. Ignorance of the law is not an excuse for either landlord or tenant and the Residential Tenancies Act 2004 details the obligations of both parties.

While there are Deposit Protection Schemes in the UK and New Zealand, neither country have the comprehensive legislation for private rented property which exists in Ireland 

A report commissioned by the PRTB on Students in the Private Rented Sector in 2009 showed that 90% of students were either satisfied or very satisfied with their accommodation, and only 5% showed some form of dissatisfaction with their landlord. This confirms very favourably with an IPOA survey carried out by Millward Brown IMS in 2002 (Private Rental Sector Tenant Research) which showed a similar satisfaction rate. A Labour Party survey in 1992 also agrees with this.

Other items that were highlighted in the Students in the Private Rented Sector Report are:
· The majority of students found their private rented accommodation in less than a month

· Half of respondents described finding their accommodation easy or very easy
· 48.1 per cent live in house share and 38.7% in apartment blocks
· Cost was considered the most important factor influencing choice of accommodation
· 2/3rds of parents helped to pay for student accommodation
· 84% considered their accommodation good value or the right price for the accommodation.

There was also a low understanding of the PRTB registration system among students with 60% of students not aware; this again agrees with the IPOA Research which noted that 65% of tenants felt that the PRTB would not affect them.

The Students in the Private Rented Sector report is on the PRTB website www.prtb.ie and the Private Rented Sector Tenant Research Report is on the IPOA site www.ipoa.ie. 
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